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1.  Introduction
This policy was first written in 2017 following the removal of government guidelines on homework that Primary Schools should set.  We have drawn on research findings compiled by the Education Endowment Foundation, who state that ‘effective homework is associated with greater parental involvement and support.’ (EEF toolkit, 2017).  Research evidence also suggests that short, focused tasks that relate directly to what is being taught and which are built upon in school are most effective.  There is a definite benefit in regular practice to develop fluency in many skills which children learn at primary school.  The homework which we set at St Werburgh’s Primary focuses on regular practice in reading, spelling and mathematics.  We also aim to encourage parental involvement and engagement in our curriculum through the sharing of our passport of enrichment activities.  The aim of this policy is to ensure a consistent school wide approach and to make our aims clear to all members of our school community.
The purpose of homework that we set is:
· To provide an opportunity for parents and carers to be involved in the academic development of their child.
· To consolidate and reinforce children’s skills and understanding.
· To provide opportunities for the sharing of skills and learning at home.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]2.  Skills Practised
The first skill that we endeavour to develop is fluency in reading.  In Reception, shared books will be sent home once the children are attending school on a full-time basis.  Once they are confident with blending, phonetically decodable books will also be sent home.  In Year 1, phonetically decodable books will continue to be sent home, alongside common exception words and phonic sounds which will be shared in children’s reading records to be practised at home.  In Years 2 to 6, children will have a reading book sent home and they should try to read at home 4 or 5 times a week. 
In addition to this, children will have spelling practice sent home in Years 2 to 6. 
We understand that some children, and some parents and carers, will want there to be more formal homework than we set.  We provide all children in Years 1, 2 and 3 with a Numbots log in for them to practise their number skills.  For Years 4,5 and 6 and from term 3 in Year 3, the children will have a log in to the PiXL times tables app.  The National Curriculum expectation is that all children will know the times table to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4.  We would encourage children that want to use this programme outside school, to do so, in line with online safety guidance. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]3.  Home/School Partnership
The Home/School Partnership is very important to us.  School staff, children, parents and carers all have a responsibility to make this partnership effective and to ensure that homework is purposeful.
Teachers will:
· Communicate with parents about what their child will learn each term through a class letter.
· Ensure all children have a reading diary and appropriate reading book.
· Provide support for parents and carers on helping their children with reading at home. Links to these sessions can also be found on our website.
· Set weekly spelling work from Year 2 upwards.  This will be a chance for children to apply their knowledge of spelling rules they have learnt in school.
· Provide their class with log-in information for Numbots or the PiXL app.

Children will:
· Read at home and return their book and reading record daily.
· Take responsibility for practising and learning spellings and times tables at home.
· Take responsibility for asking for help with homework if they need it.

Parents and Carers will:
· Give due importance to listening to their children read on a regular basis.
· Assist with the weekly learning of spellings and times tables.
· Encourage children to persevere and praise them when they do.
· Speak to their child’s class teacher if they have any concerns or questions about homework.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]4.  Other Relevant Documents
Other documents that you may find it helpful to refer to are:
· Online Safety Policy
· [bookmark: _heading=h.4ysvwr7gl6bf]St Werburgh’s Primary passport of enrichment opportunities.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.i88q6fxlecsj]Curriculum map (found on the school website)
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